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Now, in the 2lst century, we are ready to use the

technology and data to catapult mankind into the data age.

@ propel

@ indicate
@ stabilize
@ withdraw

(® preserve

Some events around Independence Day were cancelled due
to the blistering heat on the US East Coast.

@ sobering

@ spontaneous
@ searing

@ sufficient
(® sneaking

The rising computational requirements and costs of
developing state-of-the-art Al models have grown rapidly,
far exceeding the budgets of most academic grants.

(@ publicly accessible

@ experimentally verified
@ theoretically grounded
@ commercially profitable
® technologically advanced
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Human actions often lead to changes that are ,
shaping ecosystems and societies in ways that cannot be
undone. Once a tipping point is crossed—such as the
melting of glaciers or the collapse of biodiversity —the
damage persists across generations.

(D irreversible
@ evasive

@ affirmative

@ disposable

® temporary

H&lel 5o 2 Hot WE 7 L& S0l FHoR JHE XY
n2?

A: This country must economize if it's going to increase its

prosperity. Without some restraint in spending, we'll
struggle to build a stable foundation for growth.
B: , but the problem is how to economize. Everyone

agrees on the principle, vet deciding what to cut and what
to protect is where the real difficulty lies.

@ Not really

@ True enough
@ Not the case
@ Not quite

(® Not necessarily
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One should be wary, however, of the conventional wisdom
that modern economic growth is a marvelous instrument @
for revealing individual talents and aptitudes. There is some
truth in this view, but since the early nineteenth century it
@has often used to justify inequalities of all sort, (no
matter how great their magnitude and no matter what their

real causes may be, while at the same time @gracing the
winners in the new industrial economy ®with every
imaginable virtue.

She was standing almost directly behind the girl, a woman
well past 40, her (Dgraying hair tucked under a worn hat.
She was more than plump. Her thick-ankled feet were thrust
into low-heeled shoes. But she wore a red rose on her
crumpled coat. The girl in the green suit was walking
quickly away. Blandford felt as though he @were being split
in two, so keen was his desire to follow the girl, yet so deep
was his longing for the woman whom spirit had truly
companioned and @upheld his own; and there she stood. Her
pale, plump face was gentle and sensible; he could see that

now. His fingers gripped the small worn, blue leather copy
of Of Human Bondage, which was Oto identify him to her.
This would not be love, but it would be something precious,
something perhaps even rarer than love.
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Sensitivity starts with your language. Put people first by
speaking of a “person with a disability” rather than a
“disabled person,” an “invalid,” or a “victim.” Also refer to
a “person with cerebral palsy” or a “person with epilepsy”
(not a “paralytic” or an “epileptic’). The words deaf and
blind are fine to use but hAandicapped—and especially
crippled—should be avoided. A person in a wheelchair is a
“person who uses a wheelchair” not one who is “wheelchair
bound” or “confined to a wheelchair,” both of which
contradict the liberation that a wheelchair can provide. Also,
many people who communicate via sign language prefer the
word deaf over hearing impaired.

@ A disabled person

@ A wheelchair bound person
@ A deaf person

@ A victim of epilepsy

® A paralytic person
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Climate change represents one of the most pressing
challenges of the twenty—first century, impacting not only the
environment but also the social, economic, and educational
domains. As socleties increasingly recognize the significance
of sustainable living, educational systems hold a pivotal
responsibility for cultivating environmental literacy and
equipping young learners to understand and engage with
global environmental challenges. Schools play a particularly
influential role in shaping students’ environmental perspectives,
values, and sense of empowerment. Understanding how
children and adolescents perceive climate change is essential
for developing effective educational strategies. Students’
perspectives, misconceptions, and emotional responses are
pivotal in shaping their engagement with sustainability
issues and informing educators on how to enhance their

comprehension.
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Many people assume that appreciating a painting 1S a
passive act of visual consumption, where the viewer simply
absorbs what the artist has placed on the canvas. However,
cognitive psychology and art history suggest that looking at
art 1s actually a highly creative, reconstructive process.
When an artist creates a work, they rarely provide a
complete, photographic replication of reality. Instead, they
leave intentional gaps, ambiguous strokes, and open-ended
suggestions. It is the viewer's brain that automatically steps
in to fill these missing pieces, drawing upon personal
memories, cultural backgrounds, and emotional states to
construct a complete meaning. This psychological phenomenon
means that a painting does not truly exist as a finished
aesthetic object until it is actively interpreted. Ultimately, the
beauty and power of a masterpiece lie not solely within the
frame itself, but in this dynamic collaboration between the
artist’s suggestion and the viewer's imaginative completion.

(@ The Beholder's Mind: Where Art Meets Completion

@ How Technical Perfection Distorts Artistic Authenticity

@ The Historical Evolution of Photographic Realism in Painting
@ Why Cultural Backgrounds Divide Art Appreciators

(® Unlocking the Artist’'s Hidden Messages: A Guide for Beginners
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The advent of electronic cigarettes in the early 21st
century and support from consumers Mbrought dilemmas for
the public health field nationally and internationally. Were
they an innovation to be welcomed, @providing a less
harmful way to smoke and a potential route out of smoking,
or were they a ‘Trojan horse’ with tobacco industry support
@)designed to ‘renormalize’ smoking? Smoking had long been
an area @where cultural issues were a central battleground.
Again there were cross—national differences. In Australia
e-clgarettes were banned and there was no national debate,
while in the UK a vigorous debate in the public health field
Gbuilding on traditions of nicotine harm reduction in
scientific circles. In the US there was a proposal for modest
regulation at Federal level but some states had applied
tobacco regulation to e-cigarettes.
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Helping new hires make and strengthen relationships
within the organization is one of the best things you can do
for their individual careers and for their value to you as
employees. Introduce them to your contacts in other groups
and divisions. Tell them the protocol for reaching out to
other employees in the company. Adopt “Take
Manager to Lunch Week” and provide name tags for

Your

company social events to encourage introductions. You may
even want to include in your formal list of expectations that
your new hires get to know at least two new people outside
of their working group each quarter. Make it clear that you
care that they learn the different parts of your business and
encourage them to make as a valuable part
of development.

@ adjustments
@ contributions
@ connections
@ innovations

(® investigations
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The Sydney Opera House was originally expected to be
completed in four years at a cost of about seven million
dollars. Construction ultimately took fourteen years and cost
more than a hundred million dollars. Cases like this are far
more common than most people assume, and they rarely
stem from bad luck alone. When individuals or teams
estimate how long a project will take, they tend to focus on
the specific plan in front of them—the steps that must go
right—while giving little weight to the base rate of how
similar projects have gone wrong in the past, even when
that history is well known to them. A construction manager
may be fully aware that most renovations run over budget,
yvet still expect his own kitchen remodel to finish on
schedule, precisely as drawn up. Years later, homeowners
recount similar stories: the contractor they hired, too, had
promised a modest six-week job.
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London fog, thick, yellow, and all-encompassing, was born
in the 1840s, when the city’s rapid expansion multiplied the
number of domestic coal fires. Their smoke mingled in the
atmosphere with the noxious emissions of factory chimneys.
Only the very densest London fogs deserved to be called
“London particular.” This term was pregnant with meaning.
Slang and Its Analogues cited “London particular” as a
commonly used term meaning “a thick yellow or black fog,
the product of certain atmospheric conditions and carbon:
peculiar to London.” More importantly, however, a “London
particular” was a special quality of brown Madeira wine
imported solely for the London market. “London particular”
implied uniqueness, an exclusivity to the capital city. Fogs
of this coloring and density were not to be found elsewhere,
not even in the most polluted cities of the industrial North.
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The “IKEA effect” is a cognitive bias in which consumers In the 1950s, a food company launched a revolutionary
place a disproportionately high value on products they partially instant cake mix under the brand “Betty Crocker.” To make
created. This phenomenon stems from the psychological need a delicious cake, all bakers had to do was add water to the
to feel competent and productive during the construction or powder, stir it, and put it straight into the oven.
preparation of a task. (DWhen people invest effort into
assembling furniture or baking a cake, they develop a sense . . L

g. " & Y b (A) Psychologists soon discovered a fascinating truth about
of ownership over the final result. @Research has shown . .
. X human nature: the product was simply too easy. Adding
that this increased attachment happens even if the end . .
; . " : ) only water made bakers feel like they were cheating,
product is objectively imperfect or lacks professional quality. T . . . .
) X stripping away the pride and satisfaction of baking a
@In fact, people often overestimate the value of their own . .
. . homemade treat for their families.
creations compared to similar items produced by experts. @)
Companies frequently use professional designers to ensure (B) This psychological shift completely changed how people
that their products are aesthetically pleasing and highly viewed the product. By introducing this small, “desirable
functional for daily use. ®This tendency explains why difficulty,” the company allowed bakers to feel like true
individuals are more willing to pay premium prices for items creators again, and sales of the cake mix skyrocketed
that involve their own manual labor rather than for fully instantly.
finished goods. (C) To solve this problem, the company changed the recipe to
require bakers to add a fresh egg themselves. It seemed
counterintuitive to make a convenience product more
difficult to use, but the results were magical.
@A) — © — B
@B - ) - ©
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What strategies can we use to improve the quality of our
memories? There are three basic principles. One 1is
(A)

so the more you can make something stand out, the better.
Vivid memories that are associated with unique sights,
sounds and feelings—they are the ones that are going to
stick around. The second strategy is to encourage greater
(B)
more meaningful.
method, which involves associating the information you want
to learn with information that you already have. Thirdly, we
can create cues. Searching for a memory is very effortful
and error prone; it's better if memories just pop into our

head.

. Our memories compete with each other, and

of your memories in a way that makes them
It is a kind of the ‘memory palace

A B)
@ repetition confusion
@ simplicity competition
©) familiarity isolation
@ distinctiveness organization
® similarity interruption

_10_
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But it's not enough just to acknowledge “I have a
problem.” People often then go on to say, “Yes, but my
problem is someone else’s fault. Other people or outside
forces are what's making my life miserable.” Such self-pity
and the tendency to assume the role of victim are among the
commonest excuses that people offer to avoid addressing
personal problems. Hence a second hurdle, after a person has
acknowledged “I have a problem,” is for the person
. “Yes, there are outside forces and those
other people, but they aren't me. I can’t change other people.
I'm the only person whose actions I can fully control.”

20.

@ to assume responsihility for solving it

@ to rationalize the problem as inevitable

@ to delegate the responsibility to others

@ to reinterpret the problem as beyond personal control
® to delay confronting the problem

The games that entertained Americans from the 1840s to
the 1920s offer a fascinating window on values, beliefs, and
aspirations of a nation undergoing tremendous change.
During this period the United States experienced a shift from
predominantly agrarian to urban living, strained to absorb
millions of new immigrants, and ascended to international
commercial power. As the nation grew urban and industrialized,
the spheres of home and workplace became more distinct. The
American home, no longer the heart of economic production,
became the center of education, entertainment, and moral
enlightenment. Middle—class families embraced leisure pursuits in
the home and encouraged their children to

@ spend less time at home

@ compete with adults in the workplace

@ strengthen family businesses through games

@ develop various skills and moral values through games

(® prepare for international commerce without leaving home

Scientists usually seek to attribute historical developments to
cold economic and demographic factors. This tendency aligns
more comfortably with their rational and mathematical
methods, which prefer quantifiable data and measurable trends.
When examining modern history, however, scholars cannot
avold taking into account non-material factors such as
ideology, religion, and culture. The abundance of written
evidence forces their hand: documents, letters, and memoirs
provide undeniable proof that wars and revolutions were often
driven by ideas, beliefs, and values rather than mere shortages
of food or fluctuations in population. For instance, we have
sufficient records to demonstrate that the Second World War
was not simply the result of demographic pressures or
economic Scarcity, but was deeply shaped by ideological
conflicts and cultural forces. Yet the situation changes
dramatically when we turn to ancient or prehistoric periods. In
the case of the Natufian culture and other preliterate societies,
no written documents survive to reveal their thoughts, beliefs,
or symbolic systems. Without such textual evidence, historians
find themselves compelled to rely on materialist explanations,
emphasizing subsistence patterns, demographic pressures, and
economic necessity. In these contexts, the materialist school
reigns supreme, because it is exceedingly difficult to prove that
the preliterate people

@D were influenced by demographic pressures rather than
1deological concerns

@ relied on food shortages rather than cultural traditions

@ were driven by mathematical methods rather than written
evidence

@ responded to cold economic factors rather than symbolic beliefs

(5 were motivated by faith rather than economic necessity

_11_
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